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task of the renovation of the world. fc No food-
giving significance appear to be attached to the Bound
Table. The origin and purport of this has been much
debated. It seems to have come late into the Arthu-
rian picture. Geoffrey has nothing of it f' (E. K,
Chambers, Arthur of Britain, pp. 216-217). One
suggestion for the origin of the idea of the Bound
Table is that it was meant to avoid brawls for pre-
cedence. A better suggestion is that it was fashioned
on the model of that of Charlemagne, which itself
was modelled on the twelve seats with a thirteenth
one in the middle in the Last Supper. I would em-
phasise the value of this eschatological notion of the
origin of the idea of all Hound Tables* For as Ttis
and Giw and other heroes gave their lives in follow-
ing Kai Khusrau in his disappearance, so they will all
rise to help him in the last days. Similarly in the case
of Charlemagne, when he will appear again for the
Armageddon, he will be accompanied by his paladins
<f the dead who deathless all
fell on the field of Boncesvalles."
The eschatological element is equally strong in
Arthur's group ; for he too is seen riding out with hi&
Knights. ec Foresters had told of companies of Knights
met hunting beneath the full moon, with hounds
and a din of horns; and these, when questioned,
declared themselves to be of Arthur's household.
Moreover, the Britons long awaited that King's
return and we are told that many Britons would get
very angry if any one doubted the return of Arthur.'*